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168 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on January 3, the 
Very Rev. Dean W. R. Inge, President, in the chair. Mr. C. A. 
Richardson read a paper on ' ' The New Materialism. ' ' The new ma- 
terialism takes the form of a denial of anything corresponding to the 
idea of "mind" or "subject." Unlike the old doctrine, it does not 
affirm the reality of atoms, its ultimate stuff is sense-material. It 
reduces the subject of experience to a series of sense-data, and the 
sense-data are conceived as ontologically independent of the subject. 
Against this it was argued that the subject of experience is a real 
metaphysical existence. Experience consists in spiritual activity 
and one type of this activity is sense-experience. The content, sense- 
data, is the particular form the activity assumes, and the form is 
determined by the interaction of individual subjects. The most 
pressing philosophical need of the day is to come to an agreement on 
this point. Until we are agreed as to whether there exists the sub- 
ject or mind, there must be disagreement on the fundamental matter 
of philosophy, namely, the entities in terms of which theories may be 
formulated. "Without a common platform philosophy will be left 
behind, a curious relic, by the intuitive wisdom of the vast mass of 
humanity. 

Dr. Louis Heebeet Gray, who went to Europe as a member of 
the American Commission to Negotiate Peace and who has until 
recently been attached to the American Embassy in Paris, has re- 
turned to America and joined the staff of the faculty in philosophy 
of the University of Nebraska. Professor Gray received his doc- 
torate in the field of Indo-Iranian from Columbia University in 1900, 
and in the intervening years has been a voluminous contributor to 
Oriental studies, both in the linguistic and ethnographic lines. His 
work has also embraced wide ranges in comparative religion and 
ethics, and he served for a number of years as associate editor of 
The Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, to which his contributed 
articles are many. At Nebraska Professor Gray is introducing 
courses representing something of a departure in the ordinary pro- 
grammes in philosophy. His field is the civilizations of Asia, and he 
is offering courses in Asiatic history, art, philosophies and religions. 
His work may be regarded as a symptom of the growing importance 
which an understanding of the culture and history of Asia is 
assuming in America as a consequence of the upheaval in world 
affairs. 



